New Campaign - Infection:  Don't Pass It On 

It is particularly timely to let you know about "Infection: Don’t Pass It On, " a new VA public health campaign being launched through a collaboration between the Office of Public Health and Environmental Hazards, National Center for Patient Safety, Employee Education System, and VA experts in infection control. 

The goal of the campaign is to involve staff, patients, and visitors in preventing infection and preparing the VA medical system for infectious disease emergencies, both natural and manmade.  

The major message of the campaign is to wash your hands and cover your coughs.   These basic public health measures - hand and respiratory hygiene - can make a huge difference in reducing the spread of infection, and can save time, money, and lives.  To convey these messages, we have developed a series of colorful, varied, and engaging posters (about 50 in English and 10 in Spanish) for use throughout the VA.    

We are promoting this campaign and the use of these materials widely.  Sets of posters and a few holders are being sent to members of facility *contact groups that we consider important to carrying out the campaign in VA facilities: 


Infection control professionals


Patient safety officers 


Occupational health officers


Preventive medicine program coordinators 


Public affairs officers


EES education contacts


Patient educators

Another aspect of the campaign is to have material available for emergencies.  For this purpose, posters in English and Spanish on the use of personal protective equipment have been developed and quantities have been sent to infection control professionals.

All of these materials and more information about the campaign are available on the Web at 

VA Intranet - http://vaww.vhaco.va.gov/phshcg/infectiondontpassiton/
VA Internet - http://www.publichealth.va.gov/infectiondontpassiton
